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The paper provides insights into the obstacles in automatic table extraction from 
PDF-based journal articles with a focus on optimizing detection accuracy and 
minimizing the loss of information. The impact of the text size, border length, 
absolute location, and hierarchical clustering on compared performance with the 
previously developed solutions is studied. This paper adopted a quantitative 
research approach to explore how changes in independent variables influence 
detection accuracy and extraction efficiency. The results show that optimized 
text size and flexible border length greatly improve the detection and restoration 
of table structures, while hierarchical clustering improves the accuracy of table 
structures. The proposed method outperforms previous techniques in terms of 
reducing information loss and improving efficiency, and it is promising for 
automated data extraction in academic documents. 
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Introduction 

This chapter introduces the context of table extraction from PDF-based journal articles, its 
importance for data accessibility and automation. The core research question centres around an 
efficient method for the automatic extraction of table data based on text and border features. Five 
sub-research questions lead the study: how text size affects table detection accuracy, border length 
in the role of logical structure restoration, how absolute location aids in element extraction, how 
hierarchical clustering improves table structure accuracy, and a comprehensive performance in 
comparison with other methods. This paper follows a quantitative method of research to analyse 
independent variables that include text size, border length, and algorithms for clustering while the 
dependent variables are detection accuracy and information loss rate. This paper is thus structured 
in an order that involves a literature review, methodology, findings, discussion on the efficiency of 
the proposed method, and more general implications to automated data extraction. 

Literature Review 

The section reviews some of the available methods for table extraction from PDF files around the 
five sub-research questions. It highlights the role of text size in detection accuracy, border length in 
logical restoration, element extraction via absolute location, hierarchical clustering's impact on 
structure accuracy, and the method's overall performance compared to others. The review reveals 
gaps such as insufficient accuracy in logical restoration and high information loss rates. This paper 
aims to address these gaps by proposing new hypotheses for each sub-question. 

This section gives a comprehensive review of the current methodologies employed for extracting 
tables from PDF documents, organized according to five specific sub-research questions. It 
examines various factors that influence the effectiveness of these methods, such as the impact of 
text size on detection accuracy, the significance of border length in achieving logical restoration, 
and the role of absolute location in element extraction. The review also continues to detail how 
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hierarchical clustering impacts the reliability of the table structure, and assesses overall 
performance compared with other methods. Moreover, it clearly describes important shortcomings 
in the published research: insufficient accuracy in logical restoration, and the considerable and 
worrying information loss during extraction. To address these weaknesses, this paper aims to create 
new hypotheses tailored to each sub-question, hence contributing to the advancement of table 
extraction techniques. 

Text Size Impact on Table Detection 

Early studies primarily focused on text extraction without considering text size, resulting in low 
detection accuracy. Subsequent research incorporated text size, improving accuracy but lacking 
consistency across diverse document formats. Recent advancements introduced adaptive methods 
considering document variability, yet challenges remain in uniformly applying these improvements. 
Hypothesis 1: Text size significantly influences table detection accuracy, with optimized size 
parameters enhancing precision. 

Border Length Role in Logical Structure Restoration 

Initial approaches relied on rigid border length criteria, which did not adapt well to different table 
structures. More recent approaches used flexible border detection, which resulted in better structure 
reconstruction but tended to misclassify complex tables. The latest approaches use machine 
learning for better adaptability but have poor computational efficiency. Hypothesis 2: Flexible 
border length criteria improve logical structure reconstruction, allowing for better classification of 
complex tables. 

Absolute Location in Element Extraction 

Traditional methods often ignored the absolute location, leading to inaccurate element positioning. 
Mid-term research began integrating location data, improving accuracy, but lacked robust 
algorithms for dynamic layouts. Recent methods leverage advanced algorithms but face challenges 
with processing speed. Hypothesis 3: Incorporating absolute location data improves element 
extraction accuracy, optimizing positioning across varied layouts. 

Hierarchical Clustering on Table Structure Accuracy 

Early clustering methods were simplistic, failing to restore complex structures. Improved 
algorithms offered better accuracy but were computationally intensive. Recent developments focus 
on optimizing clustering efficiency while maintaining accuracy. Hypothesis 4: Hierarchical 
clustering significantly enhances table structure accuracy, efficiently handling complex data 
arrangements. 

Comprehensive Performance Compared to Existing Methods 

Previous comparisons with other methods often highlighted efficiency but overlooked information 
loss. Recent studies emphasize minimizing loss while maintaining speed, yet balancing both 
remains challenging. Hypothesis 5: The proposed method offers superior comprehensive 
performance, reducing information loss and enhancing efficiency compared to existing methods. 

Method 

This section describes the quantitative methodology used to test the hypotheses, focusing on data 
collection and variable analysis. It outlines the process of extracting characters and lines from PDF 
text streams and implementing advanced clustering algorithms for accurate table restoration. 

This section elaborates on the quantitative methodology utilized to evaluate the proposed 
hypotheses, with particular emphasis on the processes of data collection and variable analysis. It 
describes the systematic methodology used in obtaining characters and lines of text from streams 
generated by PDF texts, the latter of which reflects the problems one faces when achieving this 
objective. In addition to this, the paper gives extensive details regarding sophisticated clustering 
algorithms implemented in order to achieve precise tabular reconstruction through the extracted 
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data. Altogether, all these methods keep the information coherent and in an organized structure up 
to the stage of analysis. 

Data 

The data source is a corpus of 500 academic articles that contain 1157 tables. The data extraction 
process is conducted by pulling out all characters and lines using the PDF text streams. The 
collection process uses stratified sampling so that various types of documents and table formats are 
represented. For sample selection, the criteria involve table size, complexity, and borders to be 
included for complete data for analysis. The data collection ensures robust testing of detection 
accuracy, logical restoration, and extraction efficiency. 

The data used in this research is based on a carefully compiled dataset of 500 academic articles, 
which collectively include 1,157 tables. The process of gathering this data involves the systematic 
extraction of all characters and lines from the articles through PDF text streams, which enables the 
thorough compilation of information. For improving the richness of the dataset, a stratified 
sampling method is used. Thus, different document types and table formats are properly 
represented. Major selection criteria for samples include the size and complexity of the table, 
whether borders are included, and other relevant factors. It ensures a very diverse and complete 
dataset for the purpose of proper analysis. In the end, the process of data collection is set up to 
facilitate rigorous testing for accuracy of detection, logical restoration, and extraction efficiency, 
thus improving the validity and reliability of findings. Variables 

The independent variables are text size, border length, and absolute location features. The 
dependent variables are table detection accuracy, logical structure restoration accuracy, and content 
extraction accuracy. The control variables, which are document format and table complexity, have 
been added to separate the effects of the proposed method. The literature of related studies has been 
cited to validate the measurement methods for these variables, thereby ensuring reliability in testing 
the proposed hypotheses. 

Results 

This section presents results of the application of the proposed method on the dataset, validating 
hypotheses through comprehensive data analysis. This includes descriptive statistics and regression 
analyses, which detail improvements in detection accuracy, logical restoration, and extraction 
efficiency over existing methods. 

Text Size Influence on Detection Accuracy 

This finding supports Hypothesis 1, demonstrating that text size definitely influences the accuracy 
of table detection. The analysis reveals that optimized text size parameters lead to higher rates of 
detection, which are statistically significant across different formats of the document. The two key 
variables, text size, and detection rates appear to be strongly positively correlated. Empirical 
findings reveal the importance of text size in enhancing precision, thus filling an important gap in 
previous studies that had not optimized size. 

Border Length and Logical Structure Restoration 

This result confirms Hypothesis 2, meaning that the border length criteria improve logical structure 
restoration. In the experiment, it was demonstrated that complex tables are recognized more 
accurately. The statistical evidence confirmed the hypothesis. Border length and restoration 
accuracy are key variables, showing a positive correlation. The results emphasize the contribution 
of adaptive border criteria to the improvement of restoration in table extraction, thereby leading to 
a more accurate table extraction. 

Absolute Location and Element Extraction 

This finding supports Hypothesis 3, showing that incorporating absolute location data improves 
element extraction accuracy. Analysis indicates optimized positioning across varied layouts, with 
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significant statistical support. Key variables include location data and extraction accuracy, 
highlighting a strong correlation. The results underscore the importance of location data in 
optimizing element extraction, enhancing accuracy in diverse document layouts. 

Hierarchical Clustering and Structure Accuracy 

This result confirms Hypothesis 4, which states that hierarchical clustering improves the accuracy 
of table structure. The experiment handled complex data arrangements efficiently, and statistical 
evidence supported the hypothesis. The key variables are clustering algorithms and structure 
accuracy, which have a positive effect. The results show that advanced clustering helps in restoring 
complex structures and improves the overall extraction of tables. 

Comparative Performance and Efficiency 

This discovery confirms Hypothesis 5 and demonstrates that the proposed method indeed has better 
holistic performance compared to existing methods. It reveals information loss is lessened, and 
efficiency is enhanced. In the statistical significance of the comparison metrics, some of the 
variables include performance metrics and efficiency rates that prove competitive advantage. The 
discoveries underscore the efficiency of the method in loss minimization and maximal extraction 
efficiency to overcome the gap previously existing. 

Conclusion 

The study concludes that the proposed method significantly improves the accuracy and automation 
of table extraction in PDF-based journal articles. Findings have shown that optimizing text size, 
border length, and incorporation of location data improve detection accuracy and logical 
restoration. Hierarchical clustering efficiently restores complex structures. In addition, the overall 
performance of the method outpaces its predecessors, minimizing information loss and improving 
efficiency. However, the major limitation is dependence on specific datasets and potential 
variability in document formats. Further research must consider broader datasets and refine the 
algorithms to adapt to changes in evolving document technologies in order to keep improving table 
extraction accuracy and automation. These advances will make it easier to access data and support 
automation of data processing in academic and professional environments. 
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